Statement: Solidarity with humanitarian, development, peace and community
workers detained in Yemen

Since late May, Houthi national security forces in Sana’a have detained dozens of
humanitarian, development and community workers — sometimes alongside their
family members, including children, the elderly and those in ill health — a move
unprecedented in its scale. Prominent human rights groups have reported that these
detentions occurred without charges or legal proceedings and, in most cases, without
informing families where the detainees were being held — which may amount to
enforced disappearance. What the majority of those detained have in common is that
they work, or have worked, in the humanitarian, development, peace or human rights
sectors — making this an attack on democracy and development in Yemen.

We, the undersigned international and national non-governmental organisations and
individuals, stand with the Yemeni people and call for the immediate and unconditional
release of all humanitarian, development, peace and community workers detained in
Yemen. In the interim, the relevant authorities must guarantee their humane treatment
and grant immediate access to them.

We stand in solidarity with all affected organisations who provide lifesaving
humanitarian assistance to millions of families; those who support Yemen’s
development; those who seek to build peace; and those who defend the rights of
Yemenis. We extend our thoughts to the family, friends and colleagues of the
detainees at this difficult time.

The detention of women and children, invasion of privacy and people’s homes, false
accusations and detentions without a legal process — all go against Yemeni law and
traditional values embedded in Yemeni culture for centuries. We are particularly
concerned that the televised “confession” by those detained in recent years implies
guilt before any charge or trial has even taken place. This is contrary to Yemeni law,
which presumes innocence until found guilty according to judicial due processes. In
addition, humanitarian workers are protected under international humanitarian law
(IHL), and their safety and security must be guaranteed by all parties to the conflict.

The nature and scale of this round of detentions is unprecedented. Those who have
been previously detained must be released and all workers able to safely resume their
humanitarian, development and peace work without harassment. Without guarantees
to the safety and independence of civil society the situation will only continue to worsen
for the Yemeni people and jeopardise their well-being, development and efforts for
peace.

We hope to see a safe outcome to this current crisis and a future Yemen where the
spirit of justice prevails.

As the world responds to this crisis and the needs of the Yemeni people, we recommit
our efforts to ensure the Yemeni population continue to remain at the heart of our
response and decision making — including the staff, their families and the wider
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community of Yemen’s civil society. The safety and well-being of all Yemenis and their
ability to rebuild their lives will have a long-term impact on the future of Yemen.

And as we approach International Day of Peace in September, we continue to express
our solidarity with those detained, who have been working tirelessly for peace and to
improve the lives of their fellow Yemenis, and we call for their immediate release.
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Saferworld
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PASS Foundation — Peace for Sustainable
Societies
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Youth Without Borders For Development

72 Peace Track Initiative

Peace Track Initiative
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Hunn Foundation
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Yemen Future Foundation for Cultural and
Media Development

Qarar Foundation for Media and Sustainable
Development
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Noon Women's Hub
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Human for Development Foundation
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Defence for Rights and Freedom Foundation
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Al-Akhir Center for Peace and Development
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Peace and Building Foundation
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Association of Mothers of Abductees
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Yemeni Landmine Record
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Together Initiative for Peace
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Engath Foundation for Development
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National Organization for Community
Development

Al Rawabi Foundation for Development and
Humanitarian Work

87 el i - ol (3hlia Ul e

The Association of Victims of Seam Areas — Taiz
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Peace Paths Foundation PPF
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Steps Foundation for Civil Development
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Development
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Common Principles Foundation
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Sada Foundation
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Center for Women and Child Development
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Shabowa Youth Organization
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Al-Kawthar Development Council
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Nahada Youth for Marginalized development
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Rowad Alataa Charity Organisation (Sudan)
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Bin Habreesh Foundation for Development,
Hadranot.
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Al-Aman Organisation for Blind Women Care
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My Contribution Development Network

107 Asles¥) ALY 5 Lolinsall ratill 23]} G go

Tomorrow Foundation for Sustainable
Development and Humanitarian Relief
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Musaala for Human Rights
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ACT Conflict Resolution Foundation — Palestine
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Rased Lebanon
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Wahaj Women Hub
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For You Foundation for Humanitarian
Response and Development
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Return and State Rally / Occupied Palestine
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Yemeni Center for Civil Rights
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Iraqi Al-Fadrous Society

110 Coalition for the Promotion of Gender
Justice

Coalition for the Promotion of Gender Justice
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Cypress Global Health
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Basma Hayat Foundation
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Together We Rise Foundation for Women and
Children Care
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Yemen Media Guide for Development
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Maman Peacebuilding Organization — Libya

116 Peace And Development Association

Peace and Development Association
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Yemen Center for Human Rights Studies

118 The National Organization of Yemeni
Reporters SADA

The National Organization of Yemeni Reporters
SADA
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JusticedYemen Pact Coalition
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European Arab Center for Human Rights and
International Law in Norway

121 Coalition for the promotion of women
rights.

Coalition for the Promotion of Women's Rights.
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Dameer Foundation for Human Rights
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She4dSociety Initiative
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Civil Alliance for Peace

125 dlasiny) ddlaall bae 5 B K

Free Media Center for Investigative Journalism

Watan Foundation for Development and
Training Hadhramout
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Center for Strategic Studies to Support Women
and Children
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Thiga Development Foundation

129 Steps Foundation for Civil Development
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Steps Foundation for Civil Development
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Democratic Youth Foundation
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Bassma Foundation for Development and
Rights
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Libya Monitor Center for Dialogue and
Peacebuilding
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WASBIFOUND
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Yemen Partners
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Shahid Bin Habrish Development Foundation
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Watch for Human Rights (Watch4HR)
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TO BE Foundation for Rights and Freedom

138 PartnersGlobal

PartnersGlobal

139 Yemen Policy Centre

Yemen Policy Centre
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