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Incident Summary

Incident: The storming of the Yemeni Women's Union Headquarters
Location: Yemeni Women’s Union Headquarters, Aden City, 12.779609838160113,
45.04148603471202.
Date: 13 May 2024 and 26 May 2024
Time: Day Time
Potential responsible: General Union of Southern Women and the Southern Transitional
Council STC

Introduction

On May 13, 2024, the Yemeni Women’s Union (YWU), citizens, and news agencies
shared news and images about an attack carried out by the General Union of Southern
Women to take over the YWU headquarters in Aden City. News about this incident
continued until May 26, 2024, when the YWU, citizens, and news agencies shared news
about another incident where the General Union of Southern Women, backed by the
Southern Transitional Council (STC), stormed and took over the YWU headquarters.

Yemeni Archive conducted an investigation into the incident, looking specifically at
when, where, and how it occurred.



Methodology

Yemeni Archive investigated the incident based on:

● Collecting, preserving, and analyzing a video, photos, and reports published on
social media platforms, providing information about the incident.

● Verifying the location of the headquarters by matching prominent landmarks
visible in the visual content with satellite imagery and initial reports of the
incident.

● Verified a video from the moment of the incident.
● The Yemeni Archive held a one-hour interview with the Yemeni Women's Union.

The Yemeni Women's Union shared images and videos during the interview;
however, all the sources that were shared are already publicly available.

This investigation is a summary of multiple stages of verification and analysis of
available open source information. The collected information covers the date, timing,
location, and impacts caused by the incident. The full research methodology of Yemeni
Archive is available on our website.

About Aden City

Aden City is located on the southern coast of Yemen, approximately 363 kilometers
from the capital, Sanaa, approximately 170 km (110 mi) east of the Bab-el-Mandeb
strait, and north of the Gulf of Aden. As of 2023, Aden City had a population of
approximately 1,080,000 residents, making it one of the largest cities in Yemen.

In 2015, both Aden and its neighboring areas in Lahj, such as Tur al-Baha, Tuban,
al-Milah, and Radfan districts, were controlled by the Houthi's from January 2015 to late
March 2015. However, they were swiftly recaptured in a military operation backed by the
United Arab Emirates in July 2015. Since then, these areas have remained under the
control of the Internationally Recognized Government (IRG). Aden city has been the de
facto capital of the IRG since the start of hostilities in early 2015 when then-President
Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi fled to the southwestern port city from Sanaa following its fall
to the Houthis.

Aden, Lahj, Abyan and Aldhalea governorates are currently under the control of figures
affiliated with the Southern Transitional Council, which assumed control of Aden in early

https://yemeniarchive.org/en/about/methods-tools
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bab-el-Mandeb
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf_of_Aden
https://worldpopulationreview.com/world-cities/aden-population
https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/war-yemen
https://ecfr.eu/special/yemen/#cap5
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/ar/policy-analysis/kyf-hsltu-ly-hqayq-mlyt-thryr-dn-ly-yd-alamarat-alrbyt-almthdt-mn-msdrha
https://yemenlg.org/governorates/local-governance-in-aden-yemen-maps-data-and-resources/
https://yemenlg.org/governorates/local-governance-in-aden-yemen-maps-data-and-resources/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/middle-east-north-africa/gulf-and-arabian-peninsula/yemen/yemens-troubled-presidential-leadership-council


2018. Aden city has since experienced several bouts of intensive infighting between the
Saudi-backed IRG and UAE-supported STC forces.

Different Actors

The Southern Transitional Council

The STC, led by Aydarus al-Zubaydi and supported by the United Arab Emirates, is a
political organization that emerged in May 2017. Initially allied against the Houthis, the
STC has since engaged in both political and military rivalry with the IRG. Despite its
membership in the Presidential Leadership Council starting in April 2022, the STC
asserts its representation of southern interests and advocates for a peaceful secession
of the south. President Zubaydi of the STC also serves as the supreme commander of
the Southern Armed Forces, which include various military brigades and police units
integrated within the IRG’s defense and interior ministries. The STC is the only authority
governing Aden, and is the party responsible for the safety of the civilians and civil
society there.

The General Union of Southern Women

The General Union of Southern Women was announced through the founding
conference held in Aden on 05 January 2024, and Nada Awbali was declared the
president of the union. According to a news article by Al Omana website, the General
Union of Southern Women is a women's association representing women from various
governorates in the south. Similar to the STC, it aims to reclaim all the rights that have
been deprived of them through the systematic exclusion and marginalization practiced
by “the Yemeni occupation” over the past three decades.
It is an institution supported by the Southern Transitional Council, and according to
news published by Al-Sharie newspaper in 2020, the General Union of Women of the
South was established based on recommendations from the Southern Transitional
Council.

The Yemeni Women Union
YWU is an independent voluntary non-governmental organization established since the
1960s. As mentioned on their About page on their website, YWU is a civil society
organization with independent legal status, encompassing 23 branches across various
provinces across Yemen, and is not affiliated with any political faction or party.

https://en.stcaden.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aidarus_al-Zoubaidi
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/exclusive-yemen-president-says-uae-acting-occupiers
https://jamestown.org/program/the-stcs-carrot-and-stick-and-its-rivalry-with-islah/
https://en.stcaden.com/posts/11662
https://x.com/aicadentv/status/1743537599631761473
https://x.com/aicadentv/status/1743537599631761473
https://al-omana.net/news213961.html
https://alsharaeanews.com/2020/10/18/22178/
https://yemenwu.org/en/about/1
https://x.com/yemenwomenunion/status/1743379139460022393?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3Ayemenwomenunion%7Ctwcon%5Es1


According to their website they work to rehabilitate and empower women in particular
and the family in general, and support capabilities to contribute effectively to sustainable
development, emergencies and crises, eliminate all forms of discrimination against
women, and strengthen the principle of partnership and cooperation with local, Arab and
international organizations.

What happened and When

On Monday, 13 May 2024, news and images were shared on social media showing
women and men carrying a ladder, a STC flag, and a sign with the name of the General
Union of Southern Women displayed outside the YWU headquarters in Aden City.

On the same day the YWU Facebook page shared a post saying that their headquarters
was stormed by a group of women affiliated with the General Union of Southern Women
and a group of men affiliated with the STC in the district of Sayrah. The Facebook post
condemns the attack on the headquarters of the YWU and states that the attack
resulted in the disruption of the essential services provided by the Union that includes
the shelter house for vulnerable women, which operates independently from any
political entity. The post also appeals to various government officials, urging them to
intervene to protect the social fabric threatened by such an attack.

Image shared on Twitter by Huda Alsarari shows individuals carrying a sign with the name of the
Union of Southern Women on it. Image was captured by Yemeni Archive on 13 June 2024.

https://yemenwu.org/
https://x.com/Yemenisouth24/status/1790077579795353871
https://x.com/sadde_aljanoub/status/1790093850997903784
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid025ojsZuWAuZXKVHRve7zNw8Dyr11gQiSQC7z7c3X9WzvQ9rChfQDH8HdfyUQkdRVFl&id=61556122802232
https://x.com/h_alsarare/status/1790869606413787518


The image shared on Twitter by Abe News Network shows the sign and the STC flag placed on
the outer wall of the building. The image was captured by Yemeni Archive on 13 June 2024.

The narrative on Twitter about the incident differs slightly, as it mentions Sadde
Aljanoub, Tariq Salam, and Mohammed Al Nomani stating the headquarters of the
YWU, located in the Sayrah district was attacked by elements of the STC before being
handed over to figures affiliated with what is known as the General Unions of Southern
Women, which is also affiliated with the STC. On the same day of the attack Aljanub
Alyamaniu shared a post on Facebook stating that the identification sign of the YWU
was taken down and replaced with another for the Southern Women's Union.

The tweets were accompanied by pictures showing men and women carrying a ladder,
sign, and the flag of the STC.

https://x.com/sad44996/status/1790405615854010388
https://x.com/sadde_aljanoub/status/1790093850997903784
https://x.com/sadde_aljanoub/status/1790093850997903784
https://x.com/Tariq__Salam/status/1790092722432340388
https://x.com/nommani1/status/1790201458459078767
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0VRu6yGTicaHML8s9jyuHy3gFHMTDGkweAhEwsCtJjgwbgCA2s1tk7kuphiVEwEAbl&id=100093378246816
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0VRu6yGTicaHML8s9jyuHy3gFHMTDGkweAhEwsCtJjgwbgCA2s1tk7kuphiVEwEAbl&id=100093378246816
https://x.com/Yemenisouth24/status/1790077579795353871


Screenshot of the STC logo, captured from the STC official page. The logo incorporates the
STC flag. Captured by Yemeni Archive on 15 July 2024.

On Facebook, the narrative about the attack included criticism when Salah Abed, a local
journalist for AFP, shared a post stating that it's a difficult time in Aden City as people
are without electricity, while other groups are seeking to attack the headquarters located
in the city. This narrative was also shared by YWU on their Facebook page when they
stated in a post that in Aden people’s livelihoods are deteriorating from a lack of
electricity and other essential public services. In the days following the attack news
reports were shared about the YWU, condemning the treatment its headquarters in the
city of Aden had been subjected to.

https://en.stcaden.com/
https://www.facebook.com/salehobaidy/posts/pfbid026WvBYNMWpFSX2vnRXkAhmmRUw1wQsPE4rLErepaeyWHZPkBYd1eAdnW22SW8BnS3l
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid021unrwaqBPGVgjn8DHPiyqtqwK2dp2RLHuf59kPxV2pj5yiLmAFeh1cP873kgrJW6l&id=61556122802232
https://almawqeapost.net/news/97769
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V28coMaMDZc&t=48s


Image shared by Al Janub Al Yamani Facebook page on 13 May 2024, shows individuals
carrying a ladder and a sign in the front main gate of the YWU headquarters. Image was

captured by Yemeni Archive on 13 June 2024.

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0VRu6yGTicaHML8s9jyuHy3gFHMTDGkweAhEwsCtJjgwbgCA2s1tk7kuphiVEwEAbl&id=100093378246816


The image shared by Salah Abed on Facebook on May 13, 2024, the day of the attack, shows a
woman in the courtyard of the YWU carrying the STC flag, the image also shows a sign with the

name of YWU on it. Screenshot captured by Yemeni Archive on 13 June 2024.

On 14 May 2024, a day after the incident, the General Union of Southern Women wrote
a statement explaining their own narrative about the incident, the statement was shared
online on 16 May 2024 by 4May news and Aden - TM, the statement addresses several
grievances regarding the YWU branch in Aden. It argues that the South was once an
independent state with its sovereignty and should not be subordinate to Sana'a. The
statement criticizes the leadership of the YWU for not recognizing the sovereignty of the
South and accuses them of exploiting Southern women's properties. It suggests that the
YWU should join the Southern Women's Union instead. The statement condemns the
removal of the Southern flag from the Women's Union building and calls for justice. It
emphasizes the importance of Southern identity and asserts that the rightful ownership
of properties must be restored to Southern women. The statement claimed that the

https://www.facebook.com/salehobaidy/posts/pfbid026UQhDb7WBP6ujnTonfPkqwQU8w5ieD6vSp32xx1cR1zDCnD2vdAjubqjAG6WTUDzl
https://www.4may.net/news/115155
https://www.aden-tm.net/news/284552


women of the Southern Union entered the building peacefully and respectfully on 12
May 2024, and presented what was requested to the women at the YWU branch in
Aden. The request was to share the headquarters and engage in partnership and
collaborative work from the building.

Additionally, Nada Awbali - who was declared the president of the General Union of the
Southern Women on 05 January 2024 - claimed in an interview reported by Al Ayyam
newspaper that “we went to the center of the YWU branch in Aden, which has been
established since 1968, We approached the officials there with kindness, expressing a
desire to share the building and work together as partners and equals. Unfortunately,
they were not received well.”

An image shared by Hoda Al-Sarari from the day of the attack the images shared on Facebook
on 15 May 2024 two days after the attack. The image shows a group of people including Nada

Awbali. Screenshot was captured by Yemeni Archive on 13 June 2024.

On 17 May 2024 news was shared online about Dr. Mahmoud bin Jiradi, the
Director-General of Sayrah District, after he met with leaders of the Southern Women's
Union and the YWU branch in Aden to resolve a dispute over the location of the
Women's Union headquarters in the Rizmit area of Sayrah District. After listening to the

https://www.alayyam.info/news/9TEAC7ZP-OISKD5-32C0
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=25865756799705271&set=pcb.25865758493038435
https://alnqabialjanubi.com/archives/203434


reasons for the dispute and its developments, an agreement was reached. According to
Dr. Bin Jiradi's proposal, the Southern Women's Union would operate in the
headquarters (the source of the dispute) for two weeks until Fatima Marisi, the head of
the Yemeni Women's Union branch in Aden, returns from her medical treatment. During
this period, she would meet with Nada Awbali, the head of the General Women's Union
in the South, to discuss and resolve the issues between the unions with ease and
understanding. Dr. Bin Jiradi confirmed this decision in front of everyone, emphasizing
that Nada Awbali is responsible for all branches in the South as the head of the General
Women's Union. At the end of the meeting, several photos were taken, capturing the
unions together at the headquarters with Dr. Mahmoud Al-Jaradi, the Director-General
of Sayrah District.

An image from the Dr. Mahmoud bin Jiradi meeting with Southern Women's Union and the YWU
branch in Aden. The image was shared with an article shared by Alnqabi Aljanubi on 17 May

2024. Image was captured by Yemeni Archive on 13 May 2024.

The news about storming the YWU headquarter continued to be shared online the days
following the incident. On 21 May 2024 the General Union of Southern Women shared a
Facebook post saying the headquarters of the south must be restored without exception
in a reference to YWU.

On 26 May 2024, YWU shared a public statement on Facebook reporting another attack
on their headquarters in Aden City. The statement stated that the headquarters was
attacked and vandalized by a group claiming to be the General Southern Women's
Union under the leadership of Nada Awbali. The post states that the attackers
destroyed training halls, surveillance rooms, and accommodation facilities, threatening

https://alnqabialjanubi.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/IMG-20240517-WA0018-768x346.jpg
https://alnqabialjanubi.com/archives/203434
https://almasdaronline.com/articles/294809
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02K5vAPQUPLgYWznqyVyXc9zoj9wR4r7N36YguiCPLMR6bv2CB177nyXn46Ev1pcTBl&id=61555093928886
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0VciAS6YJgfGg3kGVwuYZq2dyXiuMeMacNFKTqHv9ifKkukUXAMi7ENWABHLBswZLl&id=61556122802232


residents with violence. Additionally, it mentions that YWU filled a complaint with the
Chief Prosecutor Office in Aden who issued an order for relevant police to intervene but
when authorities were notified, an officer named Maher Abbas -an investigative officer
at the Crater Police Department- allegedly disregarded instructions to intervene,
allowing the unlawful actions to continue.

The YWU calls for intervention from relevant authorities, civil society organizations,
human rights groups, and international humanitarian organizations to protect their
historic institution and uphold women's rights in Aden. According to an Amnesty
International report that was based on interviewing six members of the Yemeni Women
Union, the group of women and men who carried out the attack on the headquarters
also expelled the headquarters guard, replacing him with a new STC-affiliated armed
guard.



Image shared by Aljanub Alyamaniu Facebook page on 29 May 2024, shows a man with a
machine gun standing in the front of a door inside the YWU headquarters. Part of what the man

is wearing seems to be an STC military uniform, additionally, the image is most likely in the
courtyard of the YWU headquarters, given the windowed iron parts that appear in most of the
images taken from the second attack. Image captured by Yemeni Archive on 13 June 2024.

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid036gkNa2rmpHmxYTZvVKriwravbibVvAVYriXbCmN3VPFkbz5aV5fo1yDH5TbAQ2gRl&id=100093378246816


A screenshot of an image shared by the Media Center of the Security Belt Forces shows forces
of what is known as the Security Belt in Aden. The uniform appears similar to the one worn by
an individual in an image above from the YWU headquarters. Screenshot captured by Yemeni

Archive on 16 July 2024.

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=801001662122692&set=pb.100066385963568.-2207520000


A screenshot from a video of the second attack and published by YWU Facebook page, shows
Nada Awbali - the women with the orange headscarf - present at the main gate of the YWU

headquarters. Image was captured by Yemeni archive on 13 June 2024.

Social media accounts on Facebook and Twitter continued to share information about
the 26 May attack. In a Facebook post, journalist Fatima Al-Aghbari called for all
international and regional organizations that condemn such attacks to cease any
dealings with the STC. Additionally, any support provided to what is known as the
Southern Women's Union is seen as endorsing such unlawful behavior. Additionally,
Together We Rise for Women and Children Care Foundation condemned the attack on
the YWU in Aden, stating the attack, assault, and seizure of property by the
self-proclaimed Southern Women's Union violate women's rights and the rule of law.
Additionally, they called for an immediate investigation and justice for victims. They also
called for protection of the YWU headquarters in Aden as essential for its continued
work.

On 30 May 2024 four days after the second incident YWU shared a video on their
Facebook page from the day of the attack showing women trying to force a locked door
open. The comments on the post reflected conflicting views. Some expressed support
for the Southern Women's Union's occupation of the building and their right to reclaim it,
while others argued that historically, the building belongs to the YWU as a branch in
Aden,. In Sherwin Almahra's news report, it's stated that STC members looted the

https://www.facebook.com/61556122802232/videos/797198235706286
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02qB5GikS6PLssc3mfHyHVjxaKX21JuHhmKVKtxgrMeMRBpf8SFkEuLWxuf3Ev2BDjl&id=61559563702314
https://x.com/almawqeapost/status/1794957132665966775
https://www.facebook.com/fatima.alaghbari/posts/pfbid02ydY19zPYLYZz8MyUfm6Hr8dCpSK3uKgqrowsGuvwpcndL6CaJaVG7S3k3zPpdd8hl
https://www.facebook.com/TWRF2015/posts/pfbid0mKsSd1MkXs378DMVyZR3bnJNAtN4WW4omfeKncuSb2tYvq4qmeQyNwrZ2bc1hqs6l
https://www.facebook.com/61556122802232/videos/797198235706286/
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0J5oGkkniRL85AJ9ZowFY87YYQEZiDvK34JkgBpMCPuvwFgeuBcSf7tq25UcbcnkZl&id=61556122802232&comment_id=1122600502151568&__cft__[0]=AZXUzaFj7VZjEGmETEctfHHbRYVHiF6eir2jJpCwmNFPsBcyrFzhq_UNJT3LWDWbF0GV-UARTtwXamJNCCxg3KZluB_qT0u3aZJoCRWcqZSYkPHPbQ08e0L0HqCCxwTZZMPDXPPkrpKHf4YiMVNDwwif5EOPhIlUpbATRTNenXelgI0kXNUr4ReYsC2Ngo6v9Us&__tn__=R]-R
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0J5oGkkniRL85AJ9ZowFY87YYQEZiDvK34JkgBpMCPuvwFgeuBcSf7tq25UcbcnkZl&id=61556122802232&comment_id=463293549620790&__cft__[0]=AZXUzaFj7VZjEGmETEctfHHbRYVHiF6eir2jJpCwmNFPsBcyrFzhq_UNJT3LWDWbF0GV-UARTtwXamJNCCxg3KZluB_qT0u3aZJoCRWcqZSYkPHPbQ08e0L0HqCCxwTZZMPDXPPkrpKHf4YiMVNDwwif5EOPhIlUpbATRTNenXelgI0kXNUr4ReYsC2Ngo6v9Us&__tn__=R]-R
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0J5oGkkniRL85AJ9ZowFY87YYQEZiDvK34JkgBpMCPuvwFgeuBcSf7tq25UcbcnkZl&id=61556122802232&comment_id=1125583788495471&__cft__[0]=AZXUzaFj7VZjEGmETEctfHHbRYVHiF6eir2jJpCwmNFPsBcyrFzhq_UNJT3LWDWbF0GV-UARTtwXamJNCCxg3KZluB_qT0u3aZJoCRWcqZSYkPHPbQ08e0L0HqCCxwTZZMPDXPPkrpKHf4YiMVNDwwif5EOPhIlUpbATRTNenXelgI0kXNUr4ReYsC2Ngo6v9Us&__tn__=R]-R
https://sherwinalmahra.com/15249?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR3UG_QUUOQAQ4FtEw_wZ3EyUlXJRlKb58feKIrQKv7bVraZmcQJjaFmn74_aem_AUXGEIlUTEdA4wOVAaN5bbALb-74JnTAuA7alSMyxJAnzV_NBwZvpnvjnpXqNrXez_AaSgfYKpchEe5IB2ioO0Qk


headquarters and threatened to kill female residents of the shelter, also intending to
expel them.

Screenshot from a video shared on 30 May 2024 by YWU on their Facebook page. The Video
shows a group of women trying to force open the main gate of the YWU headquarters, the video

is from the second attempt to take over the headquarters. The screenshot was captured by
Yemeni Archive on 14 June 2024.

Screenshots from a video shared on 30 May 2024 by YWU on their Facebook page. The Video
shows a group of women waiting on the opposite side from the YWU headquarters. The

screenshots were captured by Yemeni Archive on 14 June 2024.

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=797198235706286
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=797198235706286


On the other hand the General Union of Southern Women shared a statement on their
Facebook page dated with the date of the attack, 26 May 2024. In the statement the
General Union of Southern Women mentions sharing the post from their headquarters,
and expresses their resolve to reclaim their rights and operate from their own building.
They recount the history of their union, which was forcibly taken over by authorities in
1994. Despite attempts to engage in dialogue and share the space with the YWU, they
claim to have been met with closure and intimidation. The statement reaffirms their
commitment to national and international standards in protecting women's rights and
empowerment. They emphasize their determination to resist deception and reclaim their
rightful place, standing united as the proud women of the South. On 04 June 2024
Mukalla - a news network- shared a Facebook post reporting that the union committee
of textbook printers in Aden praised the Southern Women's Union, led by Nada Awbali,
for reclaiming their historic headquarters. This victory reflects their commitment to
restoring the leading role of Southern women.

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02r8E5uZrUtkCHsN7ebLcXjzKUS6tmVZqRhxkVnZQoDGuyQ4Zz93LXwB8STcCgs91yl&id=61555093928886
https://www.facebook.com/mukallanews2020/posts/pfbid02msxM5966P5Z1MPb9f5xXeozXqJp5cT6PeKsezudgXVxD3wLVBHmRgPN5o9pyYFhnl
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02SW5Qg8b7QYbVqDdcNXnEmVuMjJu8ET8PGUkM5UfGtrhNtCcEvEmP9MT9hjH6BVSEl&id=61560181629736


Screenshot of the declaration of endorsement by the Union Committee of Textbook Printers in
Aden for the General Union of Southern Women. The image was shared on Minasat Aleasimat
Aden Alhura on 02 June 2024. Screenshot was captured by Yemeni Archive on 13 June 2024.

The General Union of Southern Women received additional congratulations and support
for reclaiming their headquarters, as reported by the Alnqabi Aljanubi website. The
article also mentioned that the STC leadership in Shabwa province, along with
members of the National Dialogue Committee, visited the headquarters and expressed
their support and emphasized the importance of restoring the union's assets across
Southern provinces. Additionally, the Al Ayam website published a news report including
a statement from the General Union of Southern Workers' Unions, in which the
statement expressed support for the Southern Women's Union in reclaiming their rights
taken by the Yemeni Women's Union. It also congratulated them on regaining their own
building. More congratulations were posted on Facebook for the Southern Women's
Union, including a post on the Minasat Aleasimat Alhura Facebook page where the
preparatory committee of the Southern Women's Union in Abyan congratulated the
General Union of Southern Women on successfully reclaiming the union's headquarters
in Aden. Additionally, During her visit on 06 June 2024 Professor Johara Hassan
Al-Qaity, the Director General of International Relations at the University of Aden and
President of the Goethe Foundation for Development and Support of University
Students, applauded the restoration of the headquarters of the Union of Southern
Women.

On May 31, 2024, the Facebook page Minasat Aleasimat Alhura appears to be
managed by the General Union of Southern Women because the first post and the
picture of the page profile is the General Union of Southern Women logo, shared a post
featuring a picture of the work permit for the Southern Women's Union.

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02SW5Qg8b7QYbVqDdcNXnEmVuMjJu8ET8PGUkM5UfGtrhNtCcEvEmP9MT9hjH6BVSEl&id=61560181629736
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02SW5Qg8b7QYbVqDdcNXnEmVuMjJu8ET8PGUkM5UfGtrhNtCcEvEmP9MT9hjH6BVSEl&id=61560181629736
https://alnqabialjanubi.com/archives/207162
https://www.alayyam.info/news/9U415T3N-SG1R4Z-C253
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02YEjLhTWdDmKffEcdBbGD4jQGxRJeGrBLsZWgamab3upgYxEExoBgBtHYDzWySdTml&id=61560181629736
https://alnqabialjanubi.com/archives/208286
https://alnqabialjanubi.com/archives/208286
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=122102716994339387&set=pb.61560181629736.-2207520000


  

Screenshot shared by Minasat Aleasimat Alhura on their Facebook page on 31 May 2024. The
image shows the work permit for the Southern Women’s Union. Screenshot was captured by

Yemeni Archive on 13 May 2024.

The website Alnqabi Aljanubi in a news article claimed that the YWU is illegitimate and
lacks any legal status, prompting the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor to oversee the
elections for the General Conference of the Southern Women's Union held in January
2024. As a result, it received official recognition and was acknowledged by the Ministry
of Social Affairs and Labor, with registration number (336), considering it a valid
declaration.

https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=122102716994339387&set=pb.61560181629736.-2207520000
https://alnqabialjanubi.com/archives/204036


Image shared by Alnqabi Aljanubi on 20 May 2024. The image shows that the Southern
Women's Union has received official recognition and was acknowledged by the Ministry of

Social Affairs and Labor. Screenshot was captured by Yemeni Archive 14 June 2024.

However, it's important to note that on 11 May 2024, two days before the first attempt to
control the YWU headquarters, Nada Oubli, president of the General Union of Southern
Women, and other union executives met with President Aidarous Qasim Al-Zubaidi,
who leads the STC. During the meeting, Al-Zubaidi received a detailed briefing on the
union's initiatives aimed at enhancing the status of southern women and reinforcing
their role in shaping the future of the southern state.

Similar incidents have occurred in Yemen but in other areas. On 15 October 2022, the
women's wing of the Houthi intelligence, known as the Zainabiyat, stormed the
headquarters of the YWU in Ibb Governorate. The news reported that the headquarters
was converted into private housing for these elements after expelling dozens of women
who were participating in a training program on craft skills for the poorest families. In
addition, a news report on 27 September 2022, stated that the Houthi group dismissed
Professor Fathia Abdullah, the President of the Yemeni Women's Union, and appointed
Zainabiyya Ghada Abu Talib as the new President of the Union.

The attack on the headquarters of the YWU by the STC is just one more incident in a
series of violations occurring in the region. In similar incidents the STC, through its
affiliated members, stormed and took over civil society buildings. On the late night of
February 28, 2023, armed individuals targeted the Yemeni Journalists Syndicate

https://alnqabialjanubi.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/%D9%A2%D9%A0%D9%A2%D9%A4%D9%A0%D9%A5%D9%A2%D9%A0_%D9%A1%D9%A9%D9%A2%D9%A4%D9%A3%D9%A7-768x440.jpg
https://stcaden.com/posts/24905
https://aawsat.com/home/article/3933336/%C2%AB%D8%B2%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA%C2%BB-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%AB%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%AB%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%85%D9%82%D8%B1-%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A5%D8%A8
https://www.aden-tm.net/news/220509
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02MUAtvh1euNfGqWShtRR6oVBZ97U4byUzcdtDaxr5pHe6ciRozycP6tKWYRDcv3w2l&id=100064879022605


headquarters in Al-Tawahi, Aden. They replaced the syndicate's sign and imposed an
armed perimeter around the building. Previously in June 2021, armed forces affiliated
with the STC seized control of the headquarters of the official Yemeni news agency
(Saba) after storming it and expelling its employees. In the same month, militants
associated with the STC raided the offices of the Al-Thawra newspaper, after having
taken over the 14th October newspaper in August 2019. All of which were then handed
over to entities affiliated with the STC.

Throughout the discussion on social media, Yemeni Archive analyzed various aspects
surrounding the attack on the YWU headquarters. From analyzing images, video, and
reports, evidence points to the identification of individuals present such as Nada Awbali,
helping to understand the context and implications of the incident.

Geolocation

According to open source information shared about the attack, Almasdaronline provided
the exact address of the YWU headquarters in an article about the first attack. With the
images and a video shared online about the two attacks, Yemeni Archive compared
these images with satellite images. By searching in Google Maps, Yemeni Archive was
able to determine the location of the YWU headquarters at coordinates:
12.779609838160113, 45.04148603471202. Additionally, when searching for the YWU
address, Yemeni Archive found it listed as being behind the Public Water and Sanitation
Corporation in Aden's Crater district.

https://thenewkhalij.news/index.php/article/235684/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%86%D9%8A-%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%86
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_uXn2SR94PA
https://www.al-watan.com/article/268545/NEWS/%D8%B5%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%86
https://almasdaronline.com/articles/294755
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02a65sRv4BeZGAH9kym7CkR2bFYYpMACDz114qFG7hf71kAWtXMn2mPQoBq9fNieMql&id=100000929152593
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=797198235706286
https://manasati30.com/clinics/%D8%A5%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%86/
https://manasati30.com/clinics/%D8%A5%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%86/


Screenshot from google map showing the YWU headquarters Source. Image was captured by
Yemeni Archive on 15 June 2024.

https://www.google.com/maps/place/%D8%A7%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AF+%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A1+%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%86+%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%86%E2%80%AD/@12.7796425,45.0412265,115m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m12!1m5!3m4!2zMTLCsDQ2JzQ2LjYiTiA0NcKwMDInMjkuNCJF!8m2!3d12.7796098!4d45.041486!3m5!1s0x3df5f7853be6f7c5:0x2776d9d2bbe714c3!8m2!3d12.779583!4d45.041488!16s%2Fg%2F11q1kdv8zd?entry=ttu


An image from Google Earth from 04 June 2023 of the YWU headquarters. This image matched
the images shared on Twitter by Huda Alsarari on 15 May 2024 and Abe News Network on 14

May 2024. Corresponding visible features led the Yemeni Archive to determine that the location
matches those present in the documented scenes of the incident.

https://x.com/h_alsarare/status/1790869606413787518
https://x.com/sad44996/status/1790405615854010388


Screenshots from a video shared by YWU on their Facebook page on 30 May 2024, alongside a
screenshot of the headquarters on Google Earth from 04 June 2023. Together these images

illustrate the scene of the second attack. Captured by Yemeni Archive on 15 June 2024.

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=797198235706286


Screenshot from SunCalc showing the position of the sun and shadows at the front of the YWU
headquarters around 11:45 Yemeni time on 13 May 2024, captured by Yemeni Archive by 18

June 2024.

Based on the images that were shared on social media, along with the position of the
sun in the captured images at the attack, it can be concluded that the incident likely
occurred between 10:45 AM and 12 noon local time of 13 May 2024.

https://www.suncalc.org/#/12.7796,45.0416,19/2024.05.13/11:45/1.6/1
https://www.facebook.com/salehobaidy/posts/pfbid026UQhDb7WBP6ujnTonfPkqwQU8w5ieD6vSp32xx1cR1zDCnD2vdAjubqjAG6WTUDzl


Screenshot from SunCalc showing the position of the sun and shadows at the front of the YWU
headquarters around 10:45 Yemeni time on 26 May 2024, captured by Yemeni Archive by 18

June 2024.

Based on the video shared by YWU from the second attack on the YWU headquarters,
along with the position of the sun in the captured images at the time of the incident, it
can be concluded that the incident likely occurred between 10:45 and 11:15 local time in
the morning of 26 May 2024.

https://www.suncalc.org/#/12.7796,45.0416,19/2024.05.26/10:45/1.6/1
https://www.facebook.com/61556122802232/videos/797198235706286


Damage

YWU on their Facebook page and other social media accounts and news reports
claimed that during the second attack on 26 May 2024 on the headquarters of the YWU,
its property was destroyed, documents were confiscated, and all its halls, screens, and
surveillance cameras were smashed. Yemeni Archive could not verify these claims due
to the lack of shared visuals online.

Conclusion

Through the information described above, the Yemeni Archive was able to confirm that
the YWU headquarters in Aden City was attacked by women members of the General
Union of Southern Women and STC members. The first attack occurred around noon
on 13 May 2024, and the second attack occurred around 10:45 on 26 May 2024. Based
on the analysis above, the Yemeni Archive can confirm the presence of at least one
armed member affiliated with the Southern Transitional Council in the second attack.

According to Open-source information collected by Yemeni Archive, YWU were able to
reenter the building and continue working from their offices. However the Southern
Women’s Union continues to occupy part of the building.

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1243616146823927
https://www.facebook.com/fatima.alaghbari/posts/pfbid029xnAUFPo1Gxf9G84JzcLCXf6GZB2FjVnQp6BgViBjoTaQn5qBBkVfLs2jkdb6ksZl
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02zrsYBo8i4M7yBzcLkdpnqvzedAM42tHYymsVboCsUvnftBRSRQt69zjQBNA5TjLol&id=61556122802232

